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I N WRITINGS ABOUT Musir AND MUSICIANS in Puerto 
Rico, passing refercnce has often becn madc to par
ticular public events which havc bccn as~ociatcd with 
the composition or the first performances of specific 
works, or which have provided milestones in the 
lives and carecrs of specific persons. For cxamplc, 
thc 1882 Fair and Exposition, taking place in Poncc, 
is mentioncd in ali biographies of Juan More) 
Campos as the site of thc defcat of Morcl's orches
tra, residen! in that town , by thc San J uan-bascd en
semble of Fermín Toledo in an historie orchestral 
duel. Too, the occasion on which Felipe Gutiérrez's 
opera Macías was awarded a gold meda) (the Puerto 
Rico Fair and Public Exposition of 1871) is carcfully 
repeated in ali biographical treatments of this com
poser. Yet a considerable body of literature con
taining important information about Puerto Rican 
musical life lics unexplorcd in a ny systcmatic fash
ion: a body comprised of official and ~cmiofficial 
documents dealing specifically with public ceremo
nics and observances. 

Puerto Rico, by royal decree from Madrid and by 
the weight of ccclcsiastical tradition within the Ro
man Catholic Church worldwidc, rcgularly mountcd 
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public ceremonies connected with patriotic cclcbra
tions and Patron Saint observanccs. Thcrc is evi
dcnce of such public aml official cclcbration a~ carly 
as 1533, only forty ycars a ftcr thc island wa~ first 
~ecn by Europeans. At the othcr cnd of our time 
frame, Puerto Rico, as one of Spain's las1 American 
provinccs, continued to observe royal births, succcs
sions to the thronc and othcr forms of patriotic com
mcmoration up to the very eve of the Unitcd Stales' 
invasion in 1898. ' Jn addition, fair~ and expositions 

'"12 mau.o 1533. Celebransc fie,la !fiesta>) reale' por la \il"
loria alcanzada con1ra los lurcos," Almanaque de bufete para 
la isla de Puerto Rico, en el año hmesto de 1884 . . .. (San 
Juan]: Imprenta de J GonzáleL Fonr, 188.t), 58. l:.arly refer
cnces 10 deliberalion~ by 1he San Juan "1un1c1pal (ouncil rc
gardingflestas patronales and other pubhc obscrvanl"c' ma) be 
'een in Catálogo de las carras y pe1icio11er dd Ca/nido de San 
Juan Bautista de Puerlo Rico en el Ardwvo GNu!ral <it' /ntlias 
(si1,los XVI-XVIII), ed. José J. Real D1a1 (San Juan: l\lun1c1-
p10 de San Juan anJ lnslitulo de Cultura Puertorriqueña. 1968). 
as "ellas in Acta< del Cabildo de San Juan Ba11t1sta de Puerto 
Rico 1730-1750 (San Juan: Gobierno Je la Capital, 1949). 01her 
valuablc primary and \ecundary 'ºurce' o l onformation dcahng 
wilh oarly public c;eremony in Puerlu Rirn are givcn in Myrna 
("ª'ª'· Tlieatricul Prod11c11on m Puerto Rirn l·rom l llX!- 182.J; 
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of agriculturc and industry bcgan at mid-ninctecnth 
ccntury incorporaling music in both ceremonial and 
rcprcscntative funclions. 

The following list providcs a guide to lhis mainly 
unl.nown body of information conccrning music in 
Puerto Rican public life. As thc list i\ limitcd to offi
cial and scmiofficial rcports and 5imilar documcnt5, 
its exploration should be supportcd by thc study of 
other contcmrorancou5 sourccs, particularly ncws
papers following the introduction of thc printing 
prcss in the fir~t <..lccadc of thc ninctcenth century.' 
The present list excludcs rcport5 in which music es
capes specific mcntion, such ª' thc rcport of thc 
Puerto Rico Exposition of 1855.' lt is probable that 
ceremonial musical activity indccd di<..I take place 
<..luring thc 1855 cxposition ancl <..luring other cvcnts 
1ha1 are aho excludcd from thc prcscnt li~t; for lhis 
reason a study of othcr contemporancous sourccs is 
doubly apposi1c. 

Ali itcms hcrcin de cribed may be consulted at thc 
Puerto Rican Collection of the José l\I. Lázaro 
General Library, University of Puerto Rico at Río 
Piedras. 

1746-
1747 

"Relación verídica en la que se da noticia de 
lo acaecido en la Ysla de Puerto Rico a fines 
del año de 45 (46) y principios de el 47 en el 
motivo de llorar la muerte de N. Rey y 
Señor don Felipe Quinto y celebrar la exal
tación a la corona de N.S. Don Fernando 
Sexto .... " Boletín histórico de Puerlo 
Rico, v (1918), pp. 148- 192. 

Philip V dicd on July 9, 1746, whcreupon his son 
Fernando became Fernando VI of Spain. Both 
events were observcc.J throughout the Spanish world 

The Role of lhe Governmenl und of rhe Romun Cathol1c 
Church (Ph.D. disserta1ion, New York Univer~i1y, 1974), iv
viii et passtm. For examplc, al page 23 Ca1a' ci1cs San Juan 
Municipal Council corrcspondence which memions obser
vanccs, including musical ac1ivi1ies. conncc1cd with the death 
of Carlos 11 and 1he acccssion 10 1he throne of Philip V in May 
1701. 

'l'or a kcy to ncwspaper coveragc of mu1ical activi1y in 
nine1een1h·ccn1ury Puerto Rico, ice Annic F. Thompson, 
Puerto Rican Newspupers and Journuls of the Spomsh Colonial 
Period as Source Muterial> for M11s1colox1cal Reseurch (Ph. D. 
dis>er1a1ion, Thc Florida S1atc Universily, 1980). See also the 
re•iew of th11 di1~na11on in ltrter-Amencan Mu>ic Review, 1vl 2 
ISpring- Summcr 1982). 91-94. 

' Memorw deH·n1n11•a de la Segunda t \po11c1011 P11b/1cu de 
tus Bellus Artes. Al!,rirn/111ra e fnd1111ria dt' /u /1/a de Puerto 
Rico, l·e/ebradu "" ¡rmw de 1855. (Puerto Rico: h1ablc-cimiento 
Tipográfico de D. Ignacio Gua,p, 1855). 

with appropriatc ccrcmonics. Thb anonymous con
lcmporaneous report-crrors in thc transcription of 
which havc bccn analyLcd and provisionally cor
rcctcd by Myrna Casas-offers sorne of tite earliesl 
cxtant infonna1ion dcaling with musical activitics in 
urban Puerto Rico.' The following is an account of 
\inging in thc scrcct1 on May 7, 1747, by roving 
bands of maskcr' during thc cclcbration of Fcr
nando's succcssion to the thronc: 

During thc cclcbracion of thc ma11 a proccssion of 
maskcrs wandcrcd through thc cntirc city accompanicd 
by thc swcct harmony of thc band \\hich v.cnt along for 
1hi1 purposc. So grcat "ª' thc re>ulting joy and tumult 
that C\Cn the invalid\ [took to thc strcc11) through win
do"s and doors. follo"cd by "ornen and children, ali 
1inging lustily and joyfully as far ª' thc doors of thc 
Cathedral itsclf. ... 

17 89 Relación de las fiestas que en la proclamación 
del Señor Rey Don Carlos IV hu celebrado la 
ciudad de San Juan de Puerro Rico en los 
dios 17, 18, 19 y siguienres hasra el 28 de 
ocfubre 1789. Mac.Jrid: Imprenta Real, 1790. 
4 pp. 

Upon thc dcath of Carlos 111 on Decembcr 14, 
1788, his son bccame Carlos IV of Spain. The suc
cession was celebrated in San Juan in October 1789 
with appropriate pantomimes, comedias, dances, 
and Te Deums. On the afternoon of October 19 a 
demonstration of prccision horsemanship was 
offered by 24 ladies and gentlemcn before the por
traits of Their Majesties in the main plaza, to the 
measure of harmonious music. A dance followed, 
lasting until 4:30 A.M. 

1820 "Relación de las fiestas públicas celebradas 
en esta capital en obsequio de la instalación 
del Congreso Nacional y elección del 
diputado a Corte por esta isla, D. Demetrio 
O'Daly." Bofe/in hisfórico de Puerto Rico, 
VIII (1921), pp. 371-372. 

Rcprinted from the official Gacera del Gobierno 
de Puerto Rico, August 26, 1820, this is the official 
report of thc four days of public rcjoicing (includ
ing musical evcnts) that signalcd the elcction of 
Puerto Rico's rcpresentative to the Spanish Cortes. 

1823 Ingenua descripción o vivo cuadro de las fun-
ciones con que se celebró en Puerto-Rico el 
aniversario de s11 esponlóneo juramento de la 

• ca.as, oµ. cit .• 29-31. 
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constitución político de la monarquía espa
ñolo el 15 de mayo. Puerto Rico: Imprenta 
Fraternidad, de D. J. Blanco, 1823. 28 pp. 

Military bands, drum and bugle corps and the 
newly organized Sociedad Filarmónica participated 
in the 1823 celebration of the anniversary of the 
Spanish Constitution of 1820. 

1830 "Relación de las fiestas públicas con que se 
han celebrado en la capital de la isla de 
Puerto-Rico las Reales Bodas del Rey nues
tro Señor con la augusta Princesa de Nápoles 
Doña María Cristina de Barbón," in Pedro 
Tomás de Córdoba, Memorias geográficas, 
históricas, económicos y estadisticas de la Isla 
de Puerto Rico, 6 vols. [San Juan]: Oficina 
del Gobierno, 1831 - 1833. Facs. ed., San 
Juan: Instituto de Cultura Puertorriqueña, 
\968. VI, pp. 18-37. 

Reprintcd from the Gaceta del Gobierno de 
Puerto Rico, March 2 and March 3, 1830, this is a 
decailcd account of the eelebration in San Juan of 
the wedding of Fernando Vil and María Cristina of 
Naples. Observcd on February 17- 19, 1830, the oc
casion enlisted the participation of military bands 
and dance orchestras, and included also the playing 
of bombas and "other appropriate instrumcnts" by 
the moros (blacks). More than 200 elcgantly dressed 
!adíes attended a ball at thc theater, where two or
chestras alternated in the playing of contradanzas 
and waltzes from 9:00 P.M. until 3:00 A.M. Despite 
the great press of spectators, space was found on the 
dance íloor for thc simultaneous mancuvering of 
three contradanzas (figure groups) of 30 couplcs 
each. 

1831 Relación de las fiestas públicas verificadas en 
esta capital y por mayor número de los 
pueblos de esta isla, con el plausible motivo 
del nacimiento de la serenísima infanta Doña 
María Isabel Luisa Princesa de Asturias. 
Puerto Rico: Oficina del Gobierno a cargo de 
D. Valcrio Sanmillán, 1831. 211 pp. Facs. 
ed., San Juan: Editorial Coquí, 1971. 

Public festivities wcre organized throughout 
Puerto Rico in 1831 to signa! the birth of Maria 
Isabel Luisa (who woulJ reign as Isabel JI). On the 
evening of January 31 an ambulan! alborada, ac
cornpanied by a military band and illuminated by 
100 torehes, serenaded the streets of San Juan. A 
string orchcstra had bcen formed to accompany the 

singing of a newly composed hymn, exprcssing the 
gratitude and joy of one of Spain's still loyal Ameri
can possessions. Similar activities wcre organizcd in 
othcr island towns. Ponce was favored with a con
cert and dance on Fcbruary 15 . 1 

1832 Relación exacta de las fiestas que se han prac
ticado en esta plow, con motivo de la instala
ción de la Real Audiencia, y entrada del real 
sello .... [San Juan]: Imprenta del Gobierno 
a cargo de D. Valeriana de Sanmillán, 1832. 
55 pp. 

This is the oflicial rcport of festivitics marking thc 
establishment of the Provincial Court of Appeals in 
Puerto Rico and the receipt of the royal seal to be 
used in thc valídation of docurncnts originating 
therein, July 23-29, 1832. Consisten! with estab
lished practice, thc occasion was observed with Te 
Deums and bailes. 

1832 "Aviso al publico-Reunidas en el día de 
ayer en el palacio de mi morada las autori
dades de esta Plaza, con el objeto de acordar 
las fiestas que deberían practicarse por el feliz 
restablecimiento de S.M .... Puerto-Rico 29 
de noviembre de 1832.-Miguel de la Torre," 
in Córdoba, Memorias, v1, pp. 385-387. 

A proclarnation by the Governor General of 
Puerto Rico ordering festivities in honor of the resto
ration to good health of the monarch, Fernando VII. 
Pages 387-402 of Córdoba's text describe the 
celcbratíon, which took place the following Decem
ber 6 through 9, and which was rnarked by Te 
Deums, concerts, masquerades, and balls. Thc fa
c;ade of the new theater was illuminatcd by 3060 
colored lights. A "brilliant" orchestra accompanied 
the singing of hyrnns al a special mass on Decembcr 
7. On December 9, thc moros cnjoyed their cus
tomary di version of bombas and dancing. 

1844 Descripción de las fiesras y regocijos p1íbli
cos <"On que la ciudad de Puerro Rico h<J 
celebrado el juramento prestado el JO de 
febrero de /8.$4 a S.M. la Reina de las Es
pañas Do1ia /s<Jbel JI, declarada mayor de 
edad por las corres del reino. Puerto Rico: 
Imprenta de Girnbernat, 1844. 24 pp. 

' This de,cription oí the San Juan íesti,111e' is also 10 be 
íound, \erbatim, in Pedro Tomá' de Córdoba, Memoria1, v1, 

108 136. 
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In addition to informal dancing ouidoors and for
mal balls al the 1heater, publíc masking was permit
tcd until 8:00 P.M. and persons of color were allowed 
to dance lo bom/Jas ami maracas, "accordíng 10 
theír custom," in 1he place known a~ S1. Barbara'\ 
Cross. Staged figure-dances also took place, the par
ticipants representing Turks, Harlequin~. and spirits, 
to mu~ic of galop, rigodón, danza escosesa, an<l con
tradanza espa1iola. 

1854 Fernando de Norzagaray. "Programa de la 
exposición, feria y festejos públicos que se 
celebrarán en el mes de junio de 1854," Bole
tfn histórico de Puerto Rico, 111 ( 1916), pp. 
165-173. 

The officíal announcement, rules, and program of 
1 he firM of a series of fairs an<l exposi1íons which 
look place in Puerto Rico, consisten! wi1h practices 
throughout the remaining overseas Spanish lands. 
See the following official report. 

Andrés Viña. Memoria desaiptivo de lo primero Exposi
nón Público de lo Industria, Agricultura y Bellos Artes 
de la isla de Puerto Rico en junio de 1854. Puerto Rico: 
E~1ablecimiento Tipográfico de D. Ignacio Guasp, 1854. 
56 pp. i\lso in Bolettí1 histórico de Puerto Rico, 111 (1916), 
pp. 173-222. 

Among displays of agricultura) products, ma
chinery, and pharmaceutical products, the results of 
efforts in the fine arts included a Fantacfo [Fantasía) 
con variación sobre la Polkafavoritu de Genni-Lind 
[Jenny Lind), by Adolfo Eraclio [Heraclio] Ramos, 
that was awarded a silver medal. 

1858 Descripción de las ji('stas reales que celebró 
la muy noble y muy leal ciudad de Puerto 
Rico, con motivo del fausto natalicio del 
Srmo. Prfncipe de Asturias don Alfonso. San 
Juan: Imprenta de Acosta, 1858. 80 pp. 

Religious, governmental, civil and popular obser
vances took place from February 12 through Febru
ary 16, 1858, in honor of !he birth of Alfonso, 
Prince of Asturias and thc future King Alfonso XII. 
The performance on February 12 of a mass by thc 
recently deceased Maestro Delgado enlistcd thc par
ticipation of a "select orchestra" anda numbcr of 
singers and amateurs undcr the direction of José 
Ruiz. A ball at the Ayuntamiento (city hall) the same 
evening was dominated "as always" by the Puerto 
Rican danza, although also observed were the old 
contradanza and dances "importcd from the banks 

of the Scine and thc Yistula." "The danza is a dc
licious thing; not of complieated choreography but 
of delicate motion; not of grand gestures but of 
gentle movemcnt; not of artífice but of naturalness. 
Finally, it is not of great formality but of closeness 
so intimate as to cngender physical contact and 
inevitable collisions." The band of the Valladolid 
Regiment played for a publíc dance in the main 
plaza. Staged regional dances wcrc performed by 
severa! other military units. At a ball at thc San Juan 
Casino, the nativc danza almost entirely displaced 
European dances, due to the great floor space re
quíred by the lattcr and thc volume occupied by the 
hoop skirts and high coiffures thcn in vogue. A Gran 
alborada gibaresca enlisted 69 young people 
(reprcsenting the 69 island municipalities) in a pro
fcssion of Antíllean loyalty to thc thronc. Hcraclío 
Bermúdez and José Solá offered, in thc j1'baro dia
lect of the mountaineer, erudite and topical satires 
of thc caballo, seis, and seguidillas (cobayo, seis 
chorreao, and seguiriyas as pronounced), composed 
by Eusebio Núñez. This last evcnt was to rcsonatc 
in Puerto Riean literature for decades. Núñez's 
epigrammatic ruralisms have periodically bcen re
vived, occasionally with his humorous spellings laun
dered to conform to Castilian pronunciation. 

1860 Memoria descriptiva de la tercera Exposición 
Pública de la Agricultura, la Industria y 
Bellas Artes de lo isla de Puerto Rico, 
celebrada en junio de 1860. Puerto-Rico: Im
prenta del Boletín Mercantil, 1860. 34 pp. 
Also in Bolerfn histórico de Puerto Rico, v11 
(1920), pp. 287-306. 

During this exposition , Manuel Gregorio Tabares 
[Tavárez] was awarded honorable mention for four 
didactic cuadernos con estudios de música para 
salón. 

1864 Crónica de San Juan o sea descripción de las 
fiestas con que la ciudad de Puerto Rico ha 
celebrado a su Santo Patrono en el año de 
1864. [San Juan): Imprenta del Comercio, 
1864. 54 pp. 

A detailed account of the festivities from June 1 
to June 30, 1864, organizcd in honor of St. John 
Baptist, Patron Saint of the city of San Juan. Band~ 
and orchcstras, fixed and ambulatory, with or 
without fireworks, were endemic. On the evcning of 
June 14, "as no alborada hacl been planned, doubt
less to give thc othcr musicians respite, Mr. Esco-
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var's improvi\cd orchc\tra roamcd throughoul 1hc 
city accompanicd , as always, by a c ro\\d. A ne" and 
pretly danza was played , which the people \ang per
fectly." On June 18, g roup'> dre55ed asjibaros en
tertained 1he public with cobayos and seguiriflas. A 
ball at the San Juan Casino on June 20, "one of the 
moM splendid cntertainmcnh e\er to take place in 
these aristocratic hall5," found an overflow crowd 
dancing to music provided by thc sixteen-piece or
chestra of Messrs. Callejo and Meléndez playing 
sclect danzas. During religiou s services in 1he 
Cathedral on June 23, the music of Felipe Gutiérrcz, 
"imbued with a sweet sadncss," produced an "ex
traordinary effect" on the assembled faithful. 

1865 Memoria descriptiva de la Cuarta Feria y Ex-
posición Ptíblica de la Agric11/111ra. la Indus
tria y Bellas Arres de la isla de Puerro Rico 
celebrada en junio de 1865 . ... Puerto
Rico: Imprenta de AcoMa, 1865. 28 pp. Also 
in Boletti1 histórico de Puerto Rico, 1x ( 1922). 
pp . 127- 139. 

Manuel G. Tavárez exhibited two works, receiv
ing first prize for his Marcha fúnebre ó Campeche, 
dedicatcd to the memo ry of thc late celebrated 
painter; Heraclio Ramos received a gold meda! for 
his Fantasfa sobre "God Save the King. " 

1868 Federico Asenjo y Arteaga. las fiestas de 
San Juan; Reseña histórica de lo que han sido 
y de lo que son y relación verídica de las que 
se celebraron en este año de 1868. [San Juan]: 
1 mprent a del Comercio, 1868. Repr. San 
Juan: Edi1orial Borinquen, [ 1971 ]. 137 pp. 

A detailed dcscription of thc fcstivities surround
ing thc celebration of SI. John Bap1is1, which oc
cupied almost thc entirc month of June. Mu sical 
activities (processions, concert5, religious events and 
balls) werc interspersed among horse races, regattas 
and fireworks displays. A mass by Felipe Gutiérrez 
was performcd, requiring an orchestra of fifty in
strumentalists plus a dozen singers. The fiestas 
patronales ended with a concert in the halls of the 
Sociedad Filarmónica by pianist Manuel Tavárez, 
pain1er/ baritone Francisco Oller ancl tenor Igna
cio Martí. Josefa Gautier y Benitez delivered a 
melodrama (melopea) compo5cd by poet Lorenzo 
Puente Acosta "in a voice even sweeter and purer 
than the tender notes which Tavárez drew from the 
piano in accompanying her." Appendices offer the 
text s of hymns and anthcms sung during thefiestas 

by guild~ and club\ of shoemakcr<;, barbers. car
pcntcr\, mu~ician~. m<hons, s1ablehand,, porters, 
and other group<;.• 

1870 Programa general de las fiestas con que el 
Ayu111amie11to de la Capital celebro a su pa
lrún San Juun, en 11111io de 1870. San Juan: 
Imprenta del Comercio. IR70. 14 pp. 

Thc genera l program for che cclebration of SI. 
John Bapt i~t, Junc 1- 2-l, 1870, mcntions hor<,c races. 
rcgattas and fircworks, dances, pa radcs '~ith military 
bands, and othcr aclivitic~ involving music. 

1871 Programa de la quimo Feria y Exposición 
P1íblica que .\e han de celebrar en es/u is/u en 
el mes de junio de 1871. Puerto-Rico: Im
prenta del Co mercio, 1871. 22 pp. 

Section VII, "Bella~ Arte>" (pp . 16- 17). an
nounces lhar a firsl cla's honorable mcntion anda 
gold meda! will be awardccl for 1hc best musical 
composition displayed at the fif1h Puerto Rico Fair 
and Exposition. Sce lhc following official repon. 

Memoria descriptiva de lo quinta f"erio y Exposición Pú
blica de la Agricul/uru, lo Industria y Bellos Artes de la 
Isla de Puerto Rico c·elebrodo en junio de 1871 . . . . 
Puerto Rico: lmprcnla ele Sanccrrit, 1871. 21 pp. 

Felipe Gutiérrcz "ªs awardcd a gold meda! for his 
opera Macias, and Ignacio Marty [Maní] receivcd 
a gold meda] for a sinfon(a entitled lu inspiración. 

1875 Ramón Marin Solá. las fiestas populares de 
Ponce. Crónica sucinta de las que han tenido 
lugar en el atio 1875 en celebración de su 
Sama Patrona la Virgen de Guadalupe. 
Poncc: lmpr. "El Vapor," 1875. 72 pp. 

A descriplion of Poncc's 1875 Patron Saint fes
tivities (December 8-12). The program of activities 
(pp. 23-26) documcnts music in virtually evcry 
event, from special masses to parades, concerts, and 
balls. In a description of the inaugural religious ser
vice, during which music by Juan More! Campos 
and the younger Eduardo C uevas was performed , 
the violins "endeavorcd only to make themselvcs 
heard in a fashion which was in no way agree
able. . . . Even the euphonium, which the young 
[Morel) Campos plays with such skill and tast e, 
more than once soundcd much too loud. " On the 

•Asen jo y Artcaga'\ l a~fiestas also covcrs periods of decay 
and rcvival in the history of pa1ron sam1 cclebrat ions in Puerto 
Rico from the 'cvcn1ccn1h ccnlury onward. 
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lack of orchestral mu~icians in Ponce: "Is it not hu
miliating, for example, that whenevcr a Larzuela 
company visits us, we often see musiciam from 
places inferior in resources to Ponce, brought herc 
in ordcr to form thc small orchcstra which Ponce 
cannot provide with its own playcrs?" 

1882 Feria de Ponce. Programa de los f esle)os, 
año 1882. Poncc: Tipografía El Vapor, 1882. 
11 pp. 

Thc program of this Poncc Exposition itemizes thc 
many musical activitics scheduled during thc sixtcen
day evcnt. Thcsc includcd balls, band and orchcstra 
concerts, and music competitions. See the following 
official report. 

Jmé Ramón Abad. Puerto Ri<'o en la Ferio-Expos1c1ón 
de Punce ''" 1882. Memoria redoc1oda de orden de la 
junio direc/1~0 de la mismo. Poncc: Tipografía "El 
Comercio," 1885. 351 pp. Facs. cd. San Juan: Editorial 
Coquí, 1967. A summary of this official repon can be 
~ccn in Pedro Luis Perca Rosclló, "Un capítulo de la 
hi~toria de Poncc: La Feria-E>.posición de 1882." 
Horiwn1es (Poncc), v / 9 (Octobcr 1961), pp. 69-78. 

A total of 26 musical works were submitted. 
Prizcs were awarded lo Juan More) Campos, José 
Aguilló y Prats, Fermín Toledo, Casimiro Duchesne, 
and Manuel G. Tavárcl. Ensemblcs conducted by 
More) Campos and Fermín Toledo, symboliLing a 
traditional rivalry between Ponce in the south and 
San Juan in the north, competed for an award for 
the besl orchestra; thc latter's ensemble won the gold 
meda! and the former's, the silvcr. 

1893 Cuarto Cenienario del Descubrimiento de 
Puerto-Rico. Exposición para 1893. 
Reglame1110. Puerto-Rico: Tipografía del 
Boletín Mercantil, 1893. 16 pp. 

Rules and rcgulations for thc official celebration 
of the fourth centennial of the discovery of Puerto 
Rico in 1493 by Christopher Columbus. Theatcr 
music, church music and salón music were to be con
sidered in thc samc group as science, litcraturc, 
painting, sculpture and architecture. Musical instru
ments would be judged in the same category as 
bookbinding, photographic apparatus, medica! and 
surgical instruments and materials for tcaching 
science, gcography, and cosmography. Sce the fol
lowing official repon. 

Alejandro lnfiesta. lo Exposición de Puer/o Rico: 
Memoria redoc/oda según acuerdo di' lo Junio del Cen-

tenorio. (San Juan]: Imprenta del Boletín Mercantil, 
1895. 312 pp. 

Musical evcnts includcd appearanccs of bands and 
orchcstras al ccrcmonics, thc especially contracted 
performances of a n opera company, and displays 
and competitions of musical works and musical in
strument s. Dcspitc what one judge called its "defi
ciencics in mclodic devclopment, harmony, aesthetic 
appcal ami counterpoint ," Sinfonia: Puerto Rico by 
Juan Morcl Campos was awardcd the grand prize 
of 100 pesos. Works wcrc also submitted by Casi
miro Duchesnc, Felipe Gutiérrcz, Joaquín Ccrdá 
Scgrcllés, Ignacio Maní, and Mateo Tizo!. Musical 
instruments included an órgano eólico especially 
recommendcd for use by familics. schools, and 
churchcs by notcd writcr Manuel Fernándcz Juncos, 
factory reprcsentative. A rcpertory of more than 
6000 picccs was advertí sed for the instrument, which 
''ªs pcrhaps a player harmonium. 

1897 Jacinto de Aqucnza. "las fiestas del Cen
tenario,'' in Leal1ad y heroismo de la Isla de 
Puerto Rico, 1797-1897. San Juan : Lynn e 
Hijos de Pérez Morís, 1897. Pp. 335- 363. 

This collcction of pocrns, essays, and othcr ccn
tennial tributes 10 the defcnse of Puerto Rico against 
the British attack of 1797, contains allusions to such 
musical activitics as band concerts, dances, and a 
spccial zarzuela production. A Quartet in C~ minor 
by Professor Sotós, of Mayagüc1, won a 100-peso 
award in a competition sponsored by the Ateneo 
Puertorriqueño. 

Apart from fairs and expositions taking place in 
Puerto Rico during the ninetecnth century, island 
products, werc displaycd in international expositions 
at Paris (1867), Philadelphia ( 1876), Par is ( 1878), 
Matan1as ( 1881 ), Bordeaux ( 1882). Amsterdam 
(1883), New Orleans (1884). Brussels (1888), 
Cologne (1888). Barcelona ( 1888), París ( 1889). and 
Chicago ( 1893).' 

Great changes took place in patlerns of musical 
patronage in Puerto Rico after the island's annex
ation by the Uniled States in 1898. Patron Saint fes
tivities continued, bul now much diminished duelo 

' The d=riptions in José G. del Valle. Putrro R1ro. Chicago. 
Traba1os descripli1•os y de invesligaciones cril1cus ((San Juan: 
Tipografia tle "La Corrcspontlcncia"f, 1895) of the islantl'' par· 
lícipalion on 1hesc i111erna1ional cxposi1ion' indude occasional 
musical rcferences. 
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the ending of the traditional governmcnt subsidy of 
religious institutiom and rcligiou~ ob\enance\. 
Patriotic occasions, now organilcd around thc 
cclcbration of U.S. holidays and the reccption of ap
pointcd governors and other U.S. dignitarics, callcJ 
mainly upon policc and military bands for cere
monial music. And finally, regional and insular 
fairs. in a paltern c~tablishcd in Concursos Agrfcolas 
of 1889-1895, now also tool. on aspee!~ rclatcd to 

the U.S. rnodcl of ~tate and county fair~. Musical 
participation was on thc ordcr of that found at simi
lar evcnts on t he rnainland, u~ually lirnitcd to band 
music anJ an occasional public dance. In the abscm:c 
of publishcd official rccords approaching the corn
pletencss and the style of thc nineteenth-ccntury 
reports for the\e latcr public events. thc cxi~ting run\ 
of twcntieth-century island new~papcrs and maga
lines providc the be\t \Ources of information. 

 


