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Eulogy for Robert J. Snow, by Grayson Wagstaff
Delivered at the funeral services in Austin, TX, June 13, 1998

I HAVE BEEN asked to speak on behalf of Bob
Snow’s former students. I consider this an intimidat-
ing request for a couple of reasons. First of all be-
cause the list of his former students in musicology
and other areas of music includes so many success-
ful people that I cannot presume to represent them
here today. So I will only offer my own sentiments
about what it meant to be a Snow student. The
second reason is, that of all the things Bob was and
delighted in, I believe that he most delighted in
teaching people, watching them learn, mentoring
their careers, and relishing their success.

I learned something of what it meant to be his
student when I decided to write my master’s thesis
under Bob’s direction. The receptionist in the School
of Music, Deloris Giles, said to me, “You’ll be fine
because all of his students do OK.”’ She said it with
such confidence that nothing could change her mind.
I have often thought about how Deloris recognized
that Snow rose above the daily arguments of the
School and cared about things that truly mattered.
He once told me that Deloris must truly have tran-
quility in her heart because she could be around so
many messed up people and remain truly decent and
dignified. He was right,

When I was in Mexico City on Thursday and
heard that Bob had died, I struggled with my
thoughts for several minutes not knowing if I could
face the logistics of getting here to Austin for the
funeral. The image that immediately sprang to mind
was that of Bob trying to make it up the stairs in the
School of Music. He was always carrying his heavy
briefcase and, because of it, was usually struggling
for his breath. Most days, Bob had to stop two or
three times on the stairs to rest.

Some days I just didn’t know if he could make it
up those stairs. 1 was often exasperated by this and
wanted him to just stop trying to make the climb to

his office. But I learned over the years that to Bob,
making it up those stairs to teach his students was
probably the most important thing in his life. When
you got to his office, you often learned that the
briefcase was so heavy because he had been awake
at 4:30 a.M. looking for things that related to your
research and his briefcase was loaded with things not
for himself but for vou.

Bob Snow delighted in meeting with students
about their research. This could mean someone at
the height of their development finishing a disserta-
tion or someone struggling to understand the most
basic concept and write one good sentence that made
sense. He delighted in it. It did not matter how lit-
tle you knew, he was there to teach and this was how
it was done. Therefore he had to make it up those
steps to be with his students. He had to be there to
give what he had.

And, it didn’t matter how long ago you had been
a student, he continued to delight in the students’
success and take joy in their lives. When I first began
to work with him, there was a long list of disembod-
ied names of former students who were ‘‘doing”’
scholarship. I knew that Tom Ward did this or
Douglas Kirk and Rui Nery did that long before I
had any idea who any of these people were. Many
of the people who would consider themselves stu-
dents of Snow were never registered in a class but
were young scholars, people just starting their re-
search, who contacted him. He gave hours of atten-
tion to dozens of students at other universities or
professors in the early years of teaching just because
he was asked. I have often seen him in the midst of
hours spent preparing materials to send to people he
barely knew just because he wanted to help.

As David Crawford and I edited the forthcoming
collection of essays in his honor, so many people,
students, colleagues, etc., would write us and say,
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““he gave me this idea, or he gave me this archiva
material instead of using it himself or he passed
along this opportunity’’ that changed my life, that
helped me get tenure or publish a book. I think this
level of generosity is rare in all fields, musicology
more than most. This generosity as a teacher and
colleageue extended to all areas of his life. I have
seen him on the way to mail a chapter of a book to
a publisher, stop to get a trap to save an injured cat,
stop to help a family in need, or to check on a mem-
ber of the School of Music’s staff who was ill.

Bob Snow must have been one of the most patient
people ever placed on the earth. I often thought
about this when I watched him time after time pre-
sent information to undergraduates. I wondered how
he seldom got frustrated during my work on my dis-
sertation. At one point when 1 was almost ready to
defend, I found that in an unpublished article Bob
had described something in four or five pages that
I had taken about a hundred pages in my disserta-
tion to analyze. His sly comment was that it would
take a ‘‘real gift’’ to spin anything out that far. I
gave my usual response that his gift of brevity was
related to his youth in one of the flat ugly Mid-
western states and as a southerner I would never be
able to do that. But, helping the student get where
he/she could go was the important thing, not his
own €go.

The last time I talked to Bob was Saturday when
I called him from Mexico City; he was so excited
that [ was doing research in the archives and lectur-
ing at CENIDIM. But in the middle of our talk he
said how excited he was about another student,
Kevin Mooney, defending his dissertation. In retro-
spect, it is striking to me how typical this was, that
Bob was thrilled for another student, one that he
wasn’t directing and on whose committee he wasn’t
even serving. It reminded me of all the times I had
seen him, even when he was sick, writing letters of
recommendation for other professors’ students just
as if they were his own. It was just his way to care.

There have been a number of tributes to Bob
posted on various Internet sites. One of the most
touching is from his dear friend Vivian Ramalingam.
She writes: “‘I know that I will feel the loss of Bob
Snow not in one sorrowful moment, but in hun-
dreds—no more Saturday merning phone calls, to
run the latest research idea by him (always to be met
with, ‘Say, I have [fill in the name of book] at home
—let me check something out and get back to you.”)
. . . Bob is the only faculty member I ever heard of

“ho ever literally gave a student the coat off his
back, a new sportcoat to wear to a job interview,
and told him to keep it because he would need it to
teach in (never a doubt that he would get the job,
which he did)”’ . . .

I am not the student that Vivian mentions but
Bob did give me a coat and when I wear it I think
of his generosity. The coat is merely a symbol: in the
course of my studies he gave me dozens of books,
the meals he would often share with many grad stu-
dents, and, for a period of time, an apartment that
he arranged at almost no cost so that 1 was able to
finish my dissertation. The coat off his back was
nothing.

Some of you have heard me tell my favorite Snow
pet story: one summer when I was taking care of his
cats, who deserve a whole section here of their own,
Bob had adopted a lost, mangy, stray dog. Bob told
me with a serious face that he had found that the dog
would only eat baked chicken with the skin removed
and he described how the chicken should be cooked.
I looked at him with disbelief, but realized that he
was showing the same meticulous generosity with
this little stray dog that he showed with my dis-
sertation.

At this time, it comforts me that a little over a year
ago Bob was in good health to see his friends come
from around the world to honor him in Baltimore
and to experience the ideas, the joy and love there.

It comforts me that he was thrilled by the scope
and quality of the forthcoming essays in his honor.

It comforts me that he had contacted so many
friends recently to catch up.

In closing:

When I heard that Bob had died, one reaction 1
had was that now he did not have to worry about the
stupid problems of this world that so troubled him.

That he could be at peace.

He can be at peace that his students and friends
will carry on his name.

He can be at peace that his cats will be loved and
cared for, though not perfectly as he was able to do
1E:

He can be at peace that so much that concerned
him will live on.

The rest of us who just aren’t as decent and dedi-
cated as he was will just stumble along without the
light that his conscience provided.

That he can be at peace.
Bob, be at peace. You deserve it.
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Meneses, Carlos J., 110b

Menezes, Francisco Xavier, 79b

Merced Theatre, 60b, 61a, 62b, 63b, 6d4a

Mesquita, Henrique Alves de, 35a

Mexia, Laurengo, 98b

““Mexican-American Music from Nineteenth
Century California,"”” (Koegel), 49b

Mexico en Filadelphia, march, 105a

Meyer, Mendel, violinist, 62b, 64a

Michaélis, Carolina, 79a

Micieses, Tomas, II, 113b

Mignone, Francisco, 108b

Mikkelsen, Norma B., 93b

Milanca Guzmén, Mario, 113b, 114b

Miranda, Ricardo, 68a, 105a, 111a

Missa Exultate iusti in Domino, 111b

Missa Papae Marcelli, 116a

Mizoguchi, Agustino, 99a

Moll, Jaime, 92a

Mongelli, Jair, jr., 108b

Monterrey, Mexican War engagement at, 104b

Mooney, Kevin, 122a

Mara, Antonio de, maestro (1668, decease),
100a
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Mora, Francisco, bishop, 623
Morales, Cristobal de, 92a
Morales de Molld, Laura, 49b, 62b, 63b, 64a
Morawetz, Oskar, 118b

More, Thomas, 90b

Moreno, Antonio, 91a

morisco, villancicos, 96b

Morofio, Agustina, 107a

Moscheles, Ignaz, 100b

Mota, Antdnio Manso da, 108b

Mount Allison University, 116b, 117a
Mouret, Jean-Joseph, 28a

Mozambique, king of Sheba from, 96b
Mozarabic chapel, Toledo, 93a

Munari, Anténio, canon, 108b

Murguia, Manuel, 105a

Murguia, Pedro, 45b

Muricy, Andrade, 108b

Musica Liber Tertius (Salinas), 91a

Nagasaki: Seminary at, 99a; music imprint
ar, 99b

Navarro, Juan, 91b

Nawrot, Piotr, 107a

Nelsova, Zara, 117b

Nery, Rui Vieira, 17ab, 97a, 121b

Nesfield, David, 61b

Nettl, Bruno, 115b

Neuburg, Marianne von, 112a

New Orleans, Cotton Exposition at, 51b

Newmark, Harris, 61a, 62ab, 64b

Nicholson, Henry B., 93b

Night Blooming Cereus, 1b

Nivers, Guillaume-Gabriel, 28b, 29a

Nobre, Marlos, 108b

Nogueira, llza, 108a

Noone, Michael J., 92b

Notre-Dame, dimensions of, 32

Nuné, Jaime, 49b, 61b

nuns, music for, 95b, 96a

O Lord, Our Governour (Willan), 118a

O salutaris nostra, 35a, 36-43

O’Connell, James, 32

Oaxaca, archive at, 111b

Oberwager, Goldye, 7la

Ocharte, Pedro, 94a

QOdriozola, Antonio, 3a, 4a

Ogazén, Pedro Luis, 105a

Ojeda, Francisco de, maestro, 106a

“Old folks at home,”” Ferrer guitar arrange-
ment, 48a

Olier, Jean-Jacques, 27a

Olivas, Dominga, 63a

Olivera, Luis de, bass singer, 106b

Olmedo, Blas de, emigrant to Chile, 106b

Orején y Aparicio, José de, 109b, 116a

organs: Bourges Cathedral, 27b; Montréal,
27b; Palencia, 113b; Quebec City, 27b;
Saint-Sulpice (Paris), 28b; Santiago de
Chile, 113b

organs, Japanese fondness for, 99a

Ornelas, Marta, 111b

Orquesta tipica, 1884 début of, S51b

Ortega, Aniceto, 105a

Ortega, Juan de, tiple (1608), 100a

(naola Gonzdlez, Paloma, 90a

Othmayr, Caspar, 20a

Otomo Yushishige, 99a

Oviedo, university of, 96b

QOye mi voz, Ferrer arrangement, 50

Pddua e Castro, Anténio da, 34b
Palata, duque de la, viceroy, 112b
Palencia, organist at, 93a
Palestrina, 4b, 20b, 116a
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Palisca, Claude, 79ab

Pamplona, cathedral music at, 113a
Panfilo and Laurelta, 69b

Paniagua, Cenobio, archive of, 11la
Pantaleoni, Hewitt, 55b
Papineau-Couture, Jean, 117b
Paraskevaidis, Graciela, 110a
Paredes, José Maria, 49ab, 62b, 64b
Pareyén, Gabriel, 104a-105a, 111b
Parker, Robert, 68a, 69a

Parlow, Kathleen, 117b

Pdrraga, Manuel Maria, 102, 104a
Parrondo, Guadalupe, pianist, 67a
Passos, Manuel dos, 108b

Pedrini, Theodorico, 99b

Pedro I, emperor of Brazil, 33a, 34b
Pedro 11, 33a, 34b

Pellegrin, Simon-Joseph, 30a

Penna, Lorenzo, 113a

Peiiin, José, 113b

Pequeno, Mercedes Reis, 108a
Peraza, Gerénimo, 93a

Peraza, Jerénimo, 11, 93a

Percossi, Eduardo Juan, 107b
Perdomo Escobar, José Ignacio, 100b, 104a
Peregrinagdo (Pinto), 97ab, 98a
Pereira Salas, Eugenio, 100b, 113b
Pereira, Tomads, 99b

Pérez de Ledn: José Maria, 104b; Luis, 104b
Pérez Prieto, Mariana, 112a, 113b
Pérez Lascheras, Antonio, 96a
Pérez Montfort, Ricardo, 67b

Pérez Soto, Adriana, I1la

Pérez Ximeno, Fabidn, 111b
Peris-Lacasa, José, 113a

Perrault, Joseph-Julien, 31b

Perry, Mamie, 65a

Phaoéton, Lully, lines altered in, 29b
Philip 11, 4b, 20ab, 2la, 91b, 97b
Philip I11, 196, 20a, 21ab

Philip 1V: birth of, 21b, dedication 1o, 2a
phonograph, Edison's (1878), 51b
Picher, Anna B., 53ab, 55b

Pico della Mirandola, 90b

Piedad Serior para tus hijos de Méjico, 104b
Pinto, Ferndo Mendes, 97ab

Plaza Manrique, Ramoén de la, 114ab
Polka a Isabel (Santos Quijano), 103
Pollack, Howard, 67b, 68b

Pomar, José, 110a

Ponce, Manuel M., 68a, 105ab
Pontac, Diego de, 113a

Portugal, Marcos, 34a

Potvin, Gilles, 25a

Poulenc, 116a

Preciado, Dionisio, 92b, 93a

Preuss, Edward, 62a

Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, 117b
Procépia, Vicente Antonio, 108b
Pruneda, Maria, 56ab, 64ab, 65b
Psalmodia Christiana (Sahagin), 93b-95b
Psaume CL (1956), 117b

Pulido Silva, Esperanza, 111a
Purcell, Ronald, 45a, 47a

Quesnel, Joseph, 2a

Quevedo, Bartolomé de, 92b

Quevedo, Vicente, 49a

Quicoces, Matheo de, maestro (1636), 100a
Quijano, Santos, maestro, 100b, 103
Quifiones, Angeles Martin, 96b, 97a

Rabin, Ronald Jay, 115a
Ramalingam, Vivian, 122ab
Ramos Lépez, Pilar, 113a
Randel, Don Michael, 114b, 115a
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Rawcliffe, Mary, 109b

Rees, Owen, 17-23a

Reese, Gustave, 115b

Renon, Marie-Rheine, 27h, 28a

Revueltas: Eugenia, 67b; José, 67a, 69b;
Romaén, 67a; Silvestre, 67-70

Reynaud, Frangois, 91b-93b

Rheim, Rosario, 56b, 63b, 64a

Ribeiro, Joaquim Bras, 109b

Ribera, Bernardino, 92ab

Richafort, Jean de, 107a

Risco, Juan del, Toledo maestro (1617), 96a

Robb, Harvey, 118a

Roberts, Helen Heffron, 55b

Robles Cahero, José Antonio, 68b, 110a, 111a

Rodriguez de Ruestas, Sebastidn, 106b

Rodriguez, Fidel, 114a

Roger, Etienne, 29a

Rogier, Philippe, 20b

Roig-Francoli, Miguel Angel, 112a

Roland, Angélique, 30b

Rolddn, Waldemar Axel, 107b, 108a

Rolon, José, 110a

Romero Avila, Jerénimo, 93a

Romero, Jesus C.: 110ab; professorship, 111a

Romero, Luis Toribio, 56a

Rorem, Ned, 116a

Ros-Fabregas, Emilio, 95b

Rosa Figueroa, Francisco de la, 94b

Rosas, Juventino, 47b

Rossini: 112a; operas by (Bogota), 104a

Ruiz de Alarcén, 110b

Saavedra, Leonora, 68a, 111a

Saborit, Antonio, 67b

Sacerdos & Pontifex, antiphon, 99b

Sadie, Stanley, 115b

Sahagin, Bernardino de, 93b-95b

Saint-Germain 1' Auxerrois, Paris, 28a

St. Vibiana Cathedral, concert at, 63b

Salamanca, university at, 91a

Salazar, Adolfo, 68a, 115b

Salazar, Antonio de, 111b, 116a

Salinas, Francisco de, 90-91

Saloma, David, 110a

Sampayo Ribeiro, Mario de, 79a

samts, non-biblical listing of, 9

San Antonio, Lower California, 46

San Luis Potosi, Aguirre at, 104b

Sanchez Maldonado, Isabel, 100a

Sandi Meneses, Luis, 100ab

Sans, Juan Francisco, 114a

Santa Ana convent, Avila. 95b, 96a

Santa Maria, Tomas de, 107a

Santalices, Faustina, hurdy gurdy of, 112a

Santiago del Estero, muscians at, 106ab

Santos, Luiz Gungalves dos, 34a

Sauret, Emile, 63a

Schmid, Martin, 107b

Schnabel, Arthur, 118b

Schrade, Leo, 115b

Schroeter, Olga Maria, 109b

Sebastido, 97b

Segovia, Andrés, 105b

Segue, Maria Teresa Bernarda, organist, 96a

Segue, Maria Gertrudis Teresa Josefa,
violinist, 96a

seises, data on, 92b

Sell, Barry D., 93b

Senfl, Ludwig, 20ab

Sensemayd, 69ab

Serenata (Guarin), 101

serpent, liturgical use of, 27b, 28a

Serrano, Jacinta, 55b

Serrano, Luisa, 53ab, 55b

Serre, Jean, choirboy, 28a

Shiozuka, Luis, 99a

Shivaree, The, 1b

Siete libros sobre i@ musica (1983), 90ab

Sigiienza, liturgical aspects at, 93a

Silva, Carlos Anténio da, 109a

Silva, Francisco Manuel da: 33-43, 108b;
daughters of, 36ab

Silva, Jodo Pereira da, 34

Slonimsky, Nicolas, 69ab, 70b

Smith, Nora Archibald, 49a

Smith, Tallant, 6la

Snow, Robert J., 121ab, 122a

Sociedad Filarmonica de Puebla, 105a

Sociedade Philharmonica, Silva's direction
of, 36a

Sala Wagner, Mexico City, 105b

Soldo, Organtino Gnecchi, 99a

Somers, Henry, 117b

Sonnet, Martin, 29a

Sosnik, Beatriz, 108a

Spanish Music in the Age of Columbus
(1960), 92b

Spontini, Gasparo, 115a

Stamitz, Carl, 113a

Stamm, August J., 65b

Stern Conservatory, Berlin, 105b

Stowe, Daniel Charles, 115a

Sudrez Urtubey, Pola, 108a

“‘Sub-Saharan impact on Western Music (to
1800),"" 96b

Sulpicians, 27a

Summers, William, 95b

Tablada, Juan, 68b

Tacuchian, Ricardo, 108ab
También se vengan los dioses, zarzuela, 112b
Taptoo!, 2a

Tarazona Cathedral, bajdn player at, 95b
tecuitlueuetl, 94b

Tejeda, Alonso de, 92b

Tejeda, Francisco M., 114ab
Tejerizo, Germdn, 97a

Telemann, Georg Philipp, 115a
Tello, Aurelio, 67b, 71a, 11lab
teponaztli, 95a

Terziani, Pietro, 108b

Texo y Sanabria, Fernando, 106a
Thalberg, 100b

They Came ro Japan (Cooper), 98b
Thomson, Virgil, 116a

Tirso de Molina, 110b

tlapitzalli, 95a

Toker, Franklin, 32

Toronto Daily Star, 116b

Torrején y Velasco, Tomas de, 112b, 116a
Torrens, Jaime, 96b

Torrente, Alvaro, 95a

Torrentes, Andrés, 92b, 93b
Torres, Mathias Alvares, 108b
Torres, Tomas de, bishop, 106a
Totin, Jean-Baptiste, 28b
Tourangeau, Huguette, 117b
Tower of Babel, 94a

Traupman, Carol A., 115a
Travassos, Elizabeth, 108a
Tridentine decrees, 4b

Tureck, Rosalyn, 118b

Turnverein Hall, 62ab-65ab

Ubach, José Alberto, 46b

Ultimo suerio, opera, 111b

Unitarian Thursdays, 64b

Universidad de Granada, 95b
Universidad de Navarra, 90a
Universidad de Zaragoza, 95a, 96a, 112a

Université Laval, Québec, 29a
University of Toronto, 116b, 117a
Urbina, Luis G., 105b

Uribe Holguin, Guillermo, 100b
Uzcétegui, Redescal, 114a

Vachon de Belmont [Bellemont), Frangois,
27ab, 29a

Vachon de Belmont, Jean-Frangois, 27a

Valentin, Mestre, artist, 34b

Valerga, Ida, 63a

Valignano, Alessandro, 99a

Valladolid-Morelia, 100a

Valle, Francisco, 112a

Valle, Ysabel del, 56ab, 63b, 64a, 65a

Vaise (Parraga), 102

Van Wye, Benjamin, 29a

Vargas, Alonso de, maestro, 16b, 100a

Vargas Ugarte, Rubén, 112b

Variations on the Carnival of Venice
(Arévalo), 53a, 65a

Vasco da Gama, 96b

Vasconcellos, Joaquim de, 18, 19, 79

Vidsquez, José F., 111b

Vega, Lope de, 95b

Vela, Sergio, 67b, 68b

Velasco, Luis de, viceroy, 94b

Velasco Méndez, Maria Javiera, harpist, 96a

Verdelot, 115a

Vicente Delgado, Alfonso de, 95b, 113b

Vickers, Jon, 117b

Victoria, Tomds Luis de, 116a

Vidal, Martin, string player, 96a

Vidales, Francisco de, organist, 111b

Vila Vigosa, villancicos sung at, 97b

Vilar-Payd, Luisa, 68a

Villa-Lobos, Heitor, 108b

villancicos, John IV's division of, 97ab

Villasefior, Alberto, 105b

Ville-Marie, Montréal Island, 25b

Vimont, Barthélemy, 27a

Virgin of Guadalupe, Versos dedicated to,
104b

Vivar, Jesusita, 47b

Vives, Luis, 90b

Wagner, Roger, 109b

Waisman, Leonardo J., 106a, 107ab

Walter, Johann Gottfried, 29a

Warren, Elinor Remick, 116a

Waterhouse, David, 97a

Weinzweig, John, 118b

Weisman, Frank S., 117b

White House, musicale at (1890), 48

Wilfrid Laurier University, 107b

Will, Richard James, 115a

Willan, Healey, 118a

Winters, Kenneth, 25a

Wolfer, Earnest, 60a

Wolff, Christoph, 115b

women composers, Bogota trio of, 100b;
Venezuelan quartet of, 114a

women musicians, San Francisco listing of
(1883), 49a

Wright, Leslie A., 116a

Xavier, Francis, 98b
Yanguas, Antonio de, 113b
Zapke, Susana, 89a

Zipoli, Domenico, 107ab

Zohn, Steven David, 115a
Zumaya (Sumaya), Manuel de, 116a



