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Eleanor Russell (1931-1993)

BORN AT DENVER, COLORADO, August 19, 1931,
Eleanor Russell (Hollis) died at her home, 130 Ken-
worthy Drive, Pasadena, California 91105, Novem-
ber 18, 1993, from lung cancer. Her ashes were
buried (without religious services) in the family plot
at Clayton, New Mexico, where her maternal grand-
mother, née Goldianne Geyer Thompson (who spoke
Spanish) had edited the Clayton Citizen and had
written a Union (New Mexico) County History.

After Stephens College at Columbia, Missouri,
Eleanor obtained her B.Mus. Ed. (Bachelor of Music
Education) degree in 1953 at the University of Colo-
rado, Boulder. Beginning in the fall of 1954 she
taught choral music three years at Hamilton Junior
High in Long Beach, California, and the next three
years at Long Beach City College (with other sub-
Jects). From 1957 to 1963 she studied piano at the
University of Southern California with John Crown,
and during a Fulbright year in Spain, 1967-1968,
with Alicia de Larrocha at Barcelona.

In 1970 she received her Ph.D. in musicology
from the University of Southern California, present-
ing as her dissertation *‘Villancicos and Other Secu-
lar Polyphonic Music of Juan Vasquez: A Courtly
Tradition in Spain’s Siglo de Oro.”’ In 1963 she was
appointed to teach music history, musicology, and
piano at California State University Northridge,
from which institution she retired in 1988. On June
20, 1971, she married fellow graduate student in
musicology at USC, George Truett Hollis, who in
1973 recorded with her an LP, Music for Piano—
Four Hands (obtainable from him). He accompa-
nied her on all her further research trips to Spain,
including her sabbatical leave trips in the fall of
1973, 1983, and 1986.

Her paper, ‘‘Music in the House of the Third
Duke of Béjar,”” prepared for the Fifteenth Interna-
tional Musicological Congress (Madrid) but not de-
livered, will be published in a forthcoming Robert
Snow Festschrift being edited by David Crawford,
professor at the University of Michigan.

Visiting her at her Pasadena home October 27,
1993, Alicia de Larrocha (in the area to play the
Beethoven Concerto, Opus 19, with the Los Angeles
Philharmonic) paid her a last tribute by playing for
her two Mompou Canciones y Danzas. Joining a let-
ter of condolence from Miguel Querol Gavalda
dated February 5, 1994, likening the value of her
Spanish results to Isabel Pope’s contributions, two
other testimonial letters reached her surviving hus-
band, from Pedro Calahorra Martinez and from
Pedro Aizpurua.
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